[The role of endotoxin of gram negative bacteria in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis].
Literature data and the results of own research on the role played by lipopolysaccharide (endotoxin) of Gram negative bacteria in the initiation and progressing of atherosclerosis are summarized. Endotoxin promotes activation of all cells taking part in the formation of atherosclerotic plaques, induces the transformation of macrophages of arterial intima into foam cells as well as endothelial lesions and hyperlipidemia, reduces the ratio of cholesterol in lipoproteins of high specific density to total blood cholesterol. With chlamydiae and enterobacteria used as examples, the role of Gram negative bacteria and their endotoxin in the etiology and pathogenesis of atherosclerosis is discussed.